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out their parents’ knowledge. 
Many who buy drugs online do 
it through the so-called “dark 
web” – a part of the internet 
you can only access using a 
special anonymous browser. 
They purchase drugs using the 
virtual currency, Bitcoin. Be-
cause of the anonymity, sites 
on the dark web are harder for 
law enforcement to shut down.

In addition, the internet 
has become one of the main 
ways to sell synthetic opioids 
like fentanyl, which has become 
a leading cause of deadly drug 
overdoses due to its high poten-
cy, the New York Times reports.

With drugs being so acces-
sible, as a parent or caregiver, you 
may feel a little overwhelmed or 
even helpless when it comes to 
keeping your young loved ones 
away from them. Here are some 
ways you can protect your kids 
and prevent them from purchas-
ing drugs online:

Make sure they know 
the consequences. Because the 
drugs can be so readily avail-
able online, kids may some-
times believe that they aren’t 
really that dangerous. But from 
overdose to death to possible 
jail time if they are caught, us-
ing and buying drugs can lead 
to serious consequences. There 
are many cases where someone 
has been sentenced to prison 

for giving a pill to someone 
who later overdosed.

Check out their “search-
es” to see their browsing his-
tory on their computer or cell-
phones. Keep an eye out for any 
“How to buy ____ online” -type 
searches. Bring up anything 
that causes strong suspicion. 
This may be an uncomfortable 
conversation and you may also 
be accused of spying (which 
you are technically doing). But 
be sure to let him or her know 
that you are worried and only 
want to keep them safe. Make 
sure you point out recent cases 
in the news about young people 
overdosing on drugs. You may 
also want to invest in one of 
these “Parental Control and 
Monitoring Apps.”

Monitor their delivered 
packages. For obvious reasons, 
drugs are often delivered in un-
marked and discreet packages. 
If you find your loved one get-
ting such mail or packages that 
you don’t expect, ask them 
about it. You may want to stick 
around when they are opening 
the package. 

With drugs being more 
accessible than ever, the most 
important things you can do are 
to educate yourself on the po-
tential danger while maintain-
ing a good relationship with 
your child.

caterpillars. Therefore, scout-
ing early is essential. Sevin is 
an effective product that has 
been around for a while. Prod-
ucts containing spinosad or Ba-
cillus thuringiensis have organ-
ic options and good control of 
armyworms. Applying as late 
in the evening as possible is 
best because that’s when army-
worms will be the most active 
and pollinators the least active. 
Whenever using pesticides, al-
ways read and follow the label 
before the application. 

The Extension is avail-
able if you need help identi-
fying a pest. You can email a 
picture of the insect to Jacob.
Williams@uga.edu or bring 
one into the Extension office in 
a sealed container.

“A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart brings 
forth what is good … for his 
mouth speaks from that which 
fills his heart.” (Luke 6:45).

It is no virtue to speak 
whatever is on your mind. (“A 
fool uttereth all his mind” Prov. 
29:11, KJV). But when we do 
speak truth, even if it’s correc-
tive or adversarial, the words of 
a follower of Christ Jesus are 
to reveal good treasure from a 
loving heart. With the words 
you use and the thoughts you 
convey, you can be either a 
flamethrower or a fireman.

notice and bring with them dan-
gerous lightning. Remember 
the safety tips and seek shelter 
immediately to keep you and 
your family safe.

Union County Fire De-
partment ~Our Family Protect-
ing Your Family~

chasing a bedroom suite I had 
carefully removed from the 
garage while I was cleaning up. 
I thought I had done my father 
a favor. I cleaned the garage 
and sold an old piece of junk 
for $25. My Dad didn’t view it 
that way. My old piece of junk 
was Dad’s treasured antique 
bed room furniture worth more 
than $250. I have never been 
good at selling stuff, but I like 
being around the stuff that is 
being sold.

One year, this collect-
ing of old stuff came to a halt. 
No longer am I allowed to ran-
domly bring old stuff home. 
It was around Thanksgiving 
a few years ago, and I was in 
the woods hunting not too far 
from my home. It had snowed, 
and I was climbing to the top 
of a ridge when I noticed some-
thing odd about the ridge line. 
I walked up to the odd shape 
and found it was an old Army 
ammo can. It was half buried 
with only the top protruding 
out of the ground. I pulled it up 
and realized it had been in this 
location for a number of years. 
So, I took it home. I lugged it 
back to my home located over 
a mile from where I found the 
box. When driving home, I 

dropped it on the ground and 
opened the top. I found some 
stuff that looked like brown 
sugar and some small boxes la-
beled as blasting caps. I thought 
I had found some old drugs, so 
I called the local police. Upon 
arrival I showed them the stuff 
I had found. I was told to get 
in their car. I was not allowed 
to use my phone nor could I 
drive my truck. I thought I was 
in trouble and nearly was, but 
the substance was not drugs. 
We quickly drove to town, and 
while en route, the policeman 
explained that the substance in 
the box was TNT and the blast-
ing caps were old and unstable. 
They could have been activated 
by the starting of my truck or 
even a hard jolt.

I told the officer I must’ve 
bumped into six or seven trees 
with that ammo on the way 
down the mountain. He looked 
at me with nary a smile and 
asked, “Do you know what five 
pounds of TNT will do?” The 
GBI was called to my house to 
retrieve the ammo can and det-
onate the stuff inside. So, my 
wife nor I could go home until 
they came to get the box. Now, 
I always inspect everything be-
fore bringing it home.

my rental home who have not 
paid their rent?

A. A dispossessory can 
be filed in Magistrate Court by 
a landlord who wants to have a 
tenant evicted. A landlord must 
comply with Georgia Land-
lord/Tenant law. The filing fee 
for this action is $81, which 
includes service for one defen-
dant, with each additional per-
son to be served costing $25. 

Q. I am a tenant in a 
rental property. Can I not 
pay my rent until the land-
lord makes repairs to the 
dwelling that I have request-
ed? Or will they still have the 
right to evict me?

A. Each situation is dif-
ferent. There are some helpful 
resources for both landlords 
and tenants, such as the Geor-
gia Landlord-Tenant Hotline 
at 800-369-4706 and Georgia 
Landlord and Tenant handbook 
available for viewing online at 
www.dca.ga.gov.

Q. How are garnish-
ments handled?

A. If the amount to be 
garnished is less than $15,000 
a garnishment can be filed in 
Magistrate Court. A plaintiff 
filing a garnishment must 
provide the court proof of a 
judgment issued against the 
defendant to be garnished. 
There are two types of gar-
nishments: wage garnish-
ments and bank garnishments. 
It is up to the plaintiff to 
know which type of garnish-
ment they want to file, along 
with providing the court with 
an address for the defendant’s 
bank or place of employment. 
The filing fee for a garnish-
ment action is $106. 

Q. Will the Court find 
the defendant for me?

A. No. It is up to the per-
son filing a claim to provide the 
court with a physical address 
for the defendant at the time of 
filing case.

County Firewise program started 
in 2008 during an 800-acre fire on 
Cedar Knob Mountain. After that 
fire, local, state and federal agen-
cies began working with com-
munity members to get them in-
volved at a grassroots level. They 
did this by telling the Wildland-
Urban Interface (WUI) story. 

Those who started RSG 
& FAC in Towns County soon 
realized that they were the only 
ones pushing the issue, and that 
if they quit pushing, the mo-
mentum would roll to a stop 
and no one would notice. So, 
they gave ownership of the pro-
grams to the citizens they were 
trying to protect, thus keeping 
the programs moving forward. 

In 2013, the Towns 
County FAC Citizens Coali-
tion took ownership of RSG 
and FAC programs and devel-
oped the grassroots network 
and leadership to keep these 
programs growing. The coali-
tion consists of six citizens and 
three agency representatives, 
all dedicated to wildland-fire 
safety and education. 

Supporting the coalition 
is an ex-officio group providing 
technical expertise, resources 
and funds when needed. As con-
trol of Towns’ RSG and FAC 
programs passed to the coali-
tion, the development team took 
the lessons learned in Towns to 
jump-start new Fire Adapted 
Communities in surrounding 
areas using FAC, RSG, and FW 
through peer-to-peer contacts. 
Union, Rabun, White and Gilmer 
counties are now in the process 
of building citizen groups and 
developing coalitions to start the 
education process to make com-
munities become better prepared 
for wildfires. 

Most everyone in North 
Georgia lives in the Wildland-
Urban Interface (WUI – living in 
or near forests), creating a major 
risk for residents from wildfire. 
The most important component 
of wildfire preparedness here 
is Ready, Set, Go!, which is the 
evacuation plan that is key to 
surviving a wildfire. It shows us 
how to be aware of conditions 
and be Ready; have our impor-
tant items at hand or Set; and to 
Go when the call comes to leave 
so we can get out of the way of 
first responders coming in to 
protect our homes. If a wildland 
fire approaches and the residents 
and emergency responders don’t 
have a plan in place to get out of 
harm’s way, then all other FAC 
components become useless. 

The RSG Program ties 
in well to the existing Towns 

County Firewise program, be-
cause many of our mountain 
communities have narrow roads 
and usually just one entrance. 
Ingress and egress are critical 
issues here, and a large-scale 
evacuation is almost impossible, 
making Ready, Set, Go! extreme-
ly important to our residents and 
emergency responders. 

Between the 2008 fire 
and spring 2013, Towns had 
only three Firewise Communi-
ties. But since the Chestatee-
Chattahoochee RC&D Coun-
cil received the FAC grant in 
mid-2013, 18 more communi-
ties have been added to the list 
of communities that are bet-
ter prepared for emergencies. 
Grant funds were combined 
with matching funds to pay 
for salaries, travel and needed 
supplies; to have personnel at-
tend training on new RSG/FAC 
methods; and to share what was 
learned during the development 
process.  A successful wildland-
fire safety and education pro-
gram isn’t easy to start, because 
we all tend to ignore risks near 
our homes until smoke and 
embers are blowing over the 
ridge—and then it’s too late. A 
program such as this must have 
its own spark and must be prop-
erly fueled; and once ignited, it 
will spread on its own through 

the grassroots channels. Help 
us fuel this fire, Be Firewise! 
Your life may depend on it! For 
more information on FW, FAC, 

or RSG!, contact Chest-Chatt 
RC&D at info.ccrcd@gmail.
com, www.chestchattrcd.org or 
www.appcofac.org.

Who is Vladimir Putin? 
His background as a KGB op-
erative serves him well. He has 
accumulated large personal 
wealth, has invaded other coun-
tries, has interfered in the elec-
tions in Europe and the USA. 
He has also eliminated political 
foes in Russia by poison and at-
tacked some living in England.

If this is a nightmare, I 
hope I wake up soon.
Floyd Schultz

Schultz ... 
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tremendous impact that they 
had in so many of our lives.

They are gone now, and I 
personally missed the opportu-
nity to say “thanks” — I regret 
that. My message to you and of 
course to myself is not to wait 
until it’s too late to let the influ-
ential people in our lives know 
how grateful we are of their 
very presence.
Dr. Ray Ashurst
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their eyes, and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain and suffer-
ing, for the former things are 
passed away.” Wow! Can I 
get a “Hallelujah” from the 
choir? In the book of Ephe-
sians 5:32, the disciple John 
writes: It does not yet appear 
what we shall be, but we know 
that when Christ shall appear, 
we shall be like Him, Holy and 
blameless before the throne of 
God. We are going to have 
glorified flesh like Jesus. It 
goes on to say that we will be 
joint heirs with Christ. What is 
His shall be ours as well for all 
of eternity. We shall be God’s 
people, and God Himself shall 
be with them and be their God 
forever. And death shall be no 
more. That is going to be an 
awesome improvement. As 
you read this article, a number 
of funeral services have taken 
place. People dying every sec-
ond of the day and continual 
drives to the local cemetery is 
a common occurrence.

I heard about an engi-
neer who in the early days had 
a great deal to do with the plan-
ning and plotting of the great 
freeways which crisscross this 
country, and he said the big-
gest problem is missing all of 
the cemeteries. They are every-

where. There will be no more 
burials in the perfect world 
called glory. The undertakers, 
doctors, nurses and adminis-
tration officials will be out of 
business, no more diseases will 
ever enter the gates of this per-
fect world that the Lord God has 
prepared for those who believe 
in the Name of Jesus Christ. A 
New Jerusalem coming down 
from God out of heaven does 
not mean another satellite for 
the earth. Rather, the earth and 
all of the new creation with all 
of the galactic systems will re-
volve about the New Jerusalem, 
because it is the dwelling place 
of the Lord God Most High. 
Stay tuned for more about the 
mysteries of God in a perfect 
world. Amen.
Frank F. Combs
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